It is proposed to enlarge Silloth Convalescent Institution by the addition of several small rooms, which it is thought the patients will find more home-like than large wards. The cost of the change will probably exceed ?2,000, but the funds of the institution are sufficiently prosperous to justify the outlay.
In view of the discussion that has been going on with regard to the conduct of the sisters at Walsall Cottage Hospital, we think it worth while to insert verbatim the following letter addressed to the editor of the Midland Evening News : "Sir,?I feel it my duty to speak a word through your valuable paper to the public generally in respect to the Walsall Cottage Hospital, and the sisters in charge of that noble institution, having seen in your valuable paper the serious allegations that have been brought before the public from time to time. I met with an accident some time ago whilst employed by Mr The report read to the annual meeting of the managers of the University College Hospital must be considered on the whole very satisfactory. An illuminated address was presented by the hospital to her Majesty the Queen on the occasion of the Royal Jubilee. The Queen has been patron of the hospital for half-a-century. Daring that time the institution has expended more than half-a-million in charity, and has afforded means of instruction to more than 6,000 medical students. The amount in legacies received during the year was ?4,056, as against ?2,080 in the previous year. There has been also, a slight increase in the annual subscriptions, viz., from ?'2,048 to ?'2,143.
The donations of the year were in excess of any previous experience, amounting to the noble sum of ?10,0*24. Mrs. Nathaniel Montefiore contributed the handsome donation of ?1,500 to the building fund. The committee recorded its deep regret at the loss of Dr. Wilson Fox, F.R.C.P., F.R.S., within the year. The debt now stands at ?17,000, being slightly larger than at the commencement of the period under review. It is earnestly hoped that this formidable amount may be greatly diminished in the near future. We note with satisfaction that the cost per bed has considerably diminished since the publication of the last report, having been ?59 11a. 5d. as against ?62 1 Is. od. in the previous year.
The Provident Dispensary system at Sunderland seems to be thoroughly appreciated. At its ninth annual meeting, held on Wednesday, there was a large attendance, under the presidency of the Mayor. The secretary reported that for the last four years the dispensary had had hard times to contend against, but that in spite of these the past year had been the best in its history, both 
